MONONGAHELA
ROVVIKG
CLUB

P.O.Box 824
Morgantown, WV 26505

US.A.

22 February 1981

lis Hedda Conkle

R.E. Graham Corpozztion
P.0. Box 2278

Orange CA 92669

Dear lMs. Conkle,

e received your form letter asking for information on starting
rowing clubs, On fdarst sight, you are to be congratulated on
taking such a sincere interest in the sport. I noticed Graham
equipment at the Detroit NWAAO meeting and thought it would be

an excellent line to parallel the Martin effort on the East Coast.

Cur Club has now been around for over 5 years and somehow we have
managed to extract enough money from good people in the community
to keep ourselves in business, albeit with a hefty debt remaining.
The progarm is concentrated on the Universsty, which with some
22000 students is a good source of members. Town interest has been
very disappointing thus far. I started a sculling program of modest
scale last year using my tww liartin Trainers as equipment. People
in this program pay %100 to MRC per year. Students pay 550 for the
sculling, and another 530 for bhe regular crew program (we now have
six eights and one four)

There is enormous potential for recreational rowing. I just told
the National Park Service in Fort Necessity PA that they should
consider including a rowing program into their new Friendship Hill
park development jwst north of here on the lonongahela River. You
may want to talk to them directly at Farmington PA 412-725-9190.

I wonder if we could get a lease arrangement with you to try out
one of the Trimline trainers in this area, since we do a great
deal of promotional and exhibition rowing all the way down the
‘Tonongahela River to Pittsburgh PA. Alternatively, could I serve
as a promoter-distributor for your equipment in this area?

If you wish I could go into more detail on your guestions. Ior now
I am including a copy of a newsletter in which I recently wrote
a brief history of our program.

Jincerely yours,

(_{;.g{;,,z.bt:aﬁ_

Vim van Eck

A Non-profit organization servirgg the Monongahela River Valle

advisor and sponsor 6 Valley View “treet, Eurgan¥awn 26505
304 293 2219 (office) 599 6575 (home)






